Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge

St. Matthew Islands Expedition 2012

Inside:

A scientific expedition
to the most remote
place in Alaska.




Science at Sea

On July 29, 2012, 13 researchers climbed aboard the M/V Tiglax and journeyed
to the most remote place in Alaska to uncover the natural and cultural
mysteries hidden on the St. Matthew Islands. The St. Matthew Islands, (St.
Matthew, Hall, and Pinnacle), are part of the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR) and are located in the Bering Sea, over 200 miles from the
nearest human settlement. Because it is so remote, St. Matthew is only visited
ts about every 5 yea h|SJourney was designed to provi
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Biodiversity Studies
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Special Studies

Climate and paleoenvironment—Major focuses of study in 2012 were geology, cli-
mate, and paleoenvironment and their influence on the wildlife community. We collected
soil cores and rock samples to provide a reliable archive of the vegetative changes, associated
climates, and related geological and stochastic events of the last 20,000 years. Additionally,
these samples will help determine changes in rates of coastal erosion due to climate change
and what effect this might have on seabird colonies.
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